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The Last Brother: A Civil War Tale by Trinka Hakes Noble. Illustrated by Robert Papp. Sleeping Bear. 2006. 48 pp. 

Two young brothers enlist in the Union Army during the Civil War, where they encounter violence and unlikely friendships. 

Classroom Connections
1. History: How old are Gabe and Davy? Do people that young join the military today?

2. History: Why was the Battle of Gettysburg so important? 

3. Literature: Do characters like Gabe and Orlee resemble characters from other books you read? 

4. History: What might have happened if the bugler had not blown “retreat” during the deadly Pickett’s Charge? 

5. History: What were the conditions of the Gettysburg battle? 

6. Social Studies: Gabe joins the army so he can watch over his brother, Davy. Why is it important for Gabe to know his brother comes home alive?

Discussion Questions
Divide the class into groups and have each group present an answer to the following questions. 

1. Gabe and Orlee become friends even though they are military enemies. Could Gabe and Orlee have gotten into trouble for that? Have you ever been friends with someone you were told to avoid?

2. Gabe had to learn over 60 bugle calls, which are short pieces of music that the soldiers can identify as certain commands. Why do you think the army chose a young boy for the role of a bugler? 

3. Gabe and Orlee’s friendship proves that Confederate and Union soldiers had a lot in common despite being on different sides. What other things do you think the Union and Confederate soldiers had in common?

4. Does Davy escape the battle unhurt? Why is it important to Gabe that he survives? Does this impact how Gabe uses the bugle?

5. Gabe and Davy’s older brothers went to war and believed they would be home in 90 days. Why did it take longer than 90 days to hear about Tuck and Josh? 

6. Does this book tell us anything about the nature of war? What do you think the book is saying about warfare?

Websites
http://www.trinkahakesnoble.com
Author Trinka Hakes Nobles’ website, including biographical information and other historical fiction books by the author. 

http://gale.cengage.com/pdf/TeachersGuides/LastBrotherGuide.pdf
This links to a series of activities, worksheets and lesson plans for teachers put together by the publisher, Sleeping Bear Press. 

